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ABOUT THIS KIT

ART unpacked: Land and Place is a unique education kit that is inspired by the collection of the
Gold Coast City Gallery. 

Gold Coast City Gallery is one of Australia's most prominent public regional galleries and
serves a large population of approximately 500,000. Opened in 1986, the Gallery is funded by
Gold Coast City Council as part of The Arts Centre Gold Coast.

The Gallery houses the renowned City Collection which has a strong focus on Australian art
practice since the mid 20th Century, including works that reflect the beach environment and
beach culture, and historical to contemporary artworks about the Gold Coast region. 

Much of this collection is held in storage and is therefore inaccessible to students and
teachers. This education kit has been designed with the express intention of making the
collection more widely understood and accessible. 

Thirty-seven historical to contemporary artworks have been selected for inclusion in this
kit and have been reproduced in full colour. These works demonstrate a range of artistic
approaches, techniques and media and have been created by artists of local, regional and
national significance. All of the artworks document the broad theme of ‘land and place’ – the
Gold Coast, the beach and related landscapes, and the artists’ experiences of these places. 

The reverse of the image cards provides citation details, didactic information about the artist
and the context for the artwork. There are also focus questions aimed at Primary (upper) and
Secondary (lower - upper) that may be used as stimulus for classroom discussion or for
individual student response. 

The image cards support the activities and learning activities contained in this workbook. 
The kit’s image cards and workbook are divided into six sections or themes:

■ Pop Culture Landscape
■ Change and the Gold Coast Landscape
■ The Sea and the Marine Environment
■ William Robinson and the Rainforest
■ Art Outdoors
■ The Beach

It should be noted that many of the collection artworks engage with more than one theme.
The introduction to each theme also suggests related themes to inspire teachers and
students further.

Each section or theme of this workbook describes a series of comprehensive learning
experiences to engage students across year levels with the collection of artworks that
respond to that theme. Task stimulus ideas have been provided for classroom teaching, as
well as notes for the teachers to achieve the task with students. 

TEACHERS’ NOTES - TOWARDS AN AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM

This education kit was written prior to and during the phase of development and
implementation of an Australian Curriculum for The Arts. 

The activities and learning experiences included in the kit workbook aim to support broad
curriculum goals that will continue to be relevant to a national curriculum for The Arts. They
are age-appropriate to students in Australian schools.

The activities and learning experiences described in this kit encourage students to:

• make images and objects
• display images and objects
• critique images and objects.

The activities and learning experiences reflect a learner-centred approach and allow for
teachers to:
•  connect with a range of learning areas
•  supplement activities or expand the learning into complete units of work
•  adapt the tasks to support teacher and student expertise and reflect available resources.

For Senior Visual Art (Year 11 and 12), teachers and students will find the didactic
information provided on each collection image card useful in connecting the artworks to the
various classroom-developed concepts and focuses. Each section nominates a concept and
identifies related focuses that will assist in connecting with many school programs and
challenge students to more broadly interpret the concept. 

The Extension Activities allow for student-directed learning and are also a guide for teachers
to develop a senior course of study. Students extend their understanding of collection artists
by exploring their practice further in the context of this kit’s themes and in relation to other
artists of national and international significance.
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ARTWORKS AND RELATED UNITS

Pop Culture 
Landscape

Change and the 
Gold Coast Landscape

The Sea and the 
Marine Environment

William Robinson 
and the Rainforest Art Outdoors The Beach

Adventure Series #8 2003-4 Tracey Moffatt x x
Ara 2006 Dennis Nona x
Beach 1978 Guy Grey-Smith x
Blue Cliff 2008 Mari Hirata x x x
Breeze-block board 2002 Mike Taylor x x
Broadwater view from the Grand Hotel jetty c.1957 William Bustard x x
Clear night 1992 William Robinson x
Crab Farm, Coombabah Creek 1958 Donald Friend x x
Currumbin 1956 John Rigby x x
Currumbin sand mining 1956 Margaret Olley x x
Dance mask with hammerhead motif 1995 Ken Thaiday x
Durah moth 1989 Merv Muhling x
Evening Glass Off 2002 Robert Moore x x
Exorcism XII: The chaos of memory Luke Roberts x
Gold Coast 1998 John Dahlsen x x x
Golden Mile Flats 1974 John Gollings x
Hinterland 1975 Veda Arrowsmith x
Lowtide lowlife 2001 Ian Gentle x
Mangrove patterns 1992 Ian Tremewen x
Mother in surf 1989 Davida Allen x x
M.P (Michael Peterson) 2005 Gerry Wedd x x
Numinbah Falls 1907 Edwin Bode x x
Rainforest, Springbrook 1 1971 Fred Williams x
Sea World, Bermuda Triangle 2001 Anne Zahalka x
Snapper Rocks, Gold Coast c.1948 Melville Haysom x x
Southport Beach Estate 1924 Estate poster (cover) x
(Surfers Paradise) c.1933 Vida Lahey x
Surf painting/Black Palms 2001 Scott Redford x x
Terra Nullius 1989 Gordon Bennett x
The Age of Ignorance c.1963 Jeff Carter x
The Falls, Springbrook 1974 Albert Tucker x
The Hay Yard, Upper Coomera 1938 Vincent Brown x
The Kind Sea Instrumental 1984 Ian Smith x
The Rainforest 1990 William Robinson x
Vegas in Paradise, Gold Coast, QLD 2006 Trent Parke x x
Where waves ‘mongst rocks and quicksand roar (Point Danger) 1894 JH Granger x
Windbreaks, Surfers 1961 Betty Quelhurst x


